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The Consuls of Japan were permitted to reside at open
ports and administer justice to Japanese. Warned by the
experience of China, and strengthened by the advice of
Japan, the importation of opium into Korea was strictly
forbidden. In 1882 Commodore Shufeldt, acting for the
Government of the United States, made the first treaty of
a Western nation with the Land of the Morning Calm, as
Korea was called in the Far East. It was this treaty which
brought Korea into touch with Western nations, as several
others soon followed the example of the United States, and
it was not long before a considerable number of Koreans
found their way to America and Europe.

The civil war which broke out in Japan in the beginning
of 1877, and usually known as the " Satsuma Rebellion,"
had the effect of consolidating the central Government of
Japan and increasing its military and naval power, with the
natural result that it gave the Japanese Government more
confidence in dealing with international questions as they
arose, especially those affecting Korea and China,

In all the negotiations which were carried out by Japan
and the other powers, Korea was treated as an independent
nation, with which diplomacy was to be conducted in terms
of perfect international equality. But, although Korea had
broken off the slight bonds of her vassalage to Japan, she
still clung to China's suzerainty, and China retained a con-
trolling influence in her affairs, both foreign and domestic,
and this was always exercised in the direction of obstruc-
tion to improvements and of conservatism generally. The
Japanese, on the other hand, wished to see developments in
commerce and industrial undertakings, and in all that was
necessary to make them successful. They were not always
fortunate in their methods or in those who represented them.
Unscrupulous men in search of fortunes, without regard to
the means they employed, treated the natives In a very
offensive manner, with the consequence that the traditional
hatred of the Japanese was revived, and in 1882 the Japanese
Legation at the capital was attacked and burned by a mob;